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SUBJECT:     "Not  Enough  Cotton  Yard  Goods"  -  information  from  economists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Something  you  wonder  about ..  .these  days...  when  you  try  in  vain  to  find  cotton  piece 
goods... is  this:    Why  isn't  more  raw  cotton  spun  into  thread. . .woven  into  cloth... 
and  put  on  the  counter  where  you  can  buy  it  for  home  sewing? 

Here's  how  economists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  explain  the 
cotton  situation. 

It's  true. . .there's  plenty  of  raw  cotton  in  the  United  States.    So  much 
cotton... in  fact... that  more  than  10  million  bales  will  be  carried  over  next  sea- 
son.   And  this  is  the  case... even  when  much  of  our  raw  cotton  is  being  made  into 
goods.    The  mills  aren't  turning  out  as  much  goods  as  they  did  in  lQk2 ,    But  they're 
turning  out  almost  half  again  as  much  cotton  goods  as  they  made  in  the  pre-war 
years  of  1935  to  1939. 

The  demand  for  cotton  goods  has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds.    And  the  tremendous 
military  needs  cutsxdeep  into  our  cotton  goods  supply.    That's  one  reason  for  the 
shortage  of  cotton  goods  on  the  home  front.    The  amount  of  goods  available  to 
civilians  is  below  pre-war  levels.    And  the  demand  is  greater. 

But  to  get  back  to  your  question,  "Why  isn't  more  raw  cotton  made  into  goods?" 

The  economists  say  there  are  several  reasons.    Manypower  shortage  is  the  main 
one.    Many  textile  workers  have  gone  into  military  service.    Other  workers  have 
left  the  textile  mills  to  take  jobs  in  other  war  plants  where  the  pay  is  higher. 
And  today... even  industries  with  much  higher  wages  scales  have  trouble  keeping 
enough  workers. 

You  can  take  a  ray  of  hope  from  this.    Government  agencies. .mill  operators 
and  textile  workers  are  trying  to  improve  the  cotton  situation.    But  the-  economists 
say  the  cotton  textile  situation  will  be  tight  until  after  the  end  of  the  war  in 
Europe.    Not  until  then  may  we  see  more  that  raw  cotton  turned  into  good  quality 
cotton  goods  you  can  buy  at  a  reasonable  price. 
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